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a company union in the ordinary American sense could not
in practice become registered. A dispute may be brought
to the Court by its registrar, an industrial organization, a
state industrial authority, the Government of a state, or a
judge who may refer a case in which conciliation proceedings
have broken down. Prior to 1926 the Court consisted of a
president appointed for seven years who in case of need
might appoint a justice as his deputy. In 1926 the status
of president was changed to that of a chief judge on a life
tenure, assisted by four other judges.
When established in 1904 the primary purpose of the
Court was to protect industrial society from the harsh
incidence of strikes and lockouts. Its distinguished presi-
dent, Mr. Justice H. B. Higgins, was optimistic that *!as
the extension of the King's peace over the land led to the
suppression of private wars among barons and great men
of feudal times, so the extension of the nation's power to
industrial conflicts will suppress . . . the private wars be-
tween great employers and great unions. The King's writ
must run within the factory as well as without.1*28 Implicit
in this task was the prescription of satisfactory working
conditions within the industry, whereby the Court came to
influence widely the standards of living among Australian
workers. Justice Higgins justified the establishment of a
basic wage in cases before him with the plea that "one cannot
conceive of industrial peace unless the employee has secured
to him wages sufficient for the essentials of human existence."
His conception of .the essentials of human existence embodied
in the Harvester Judgment of 1907 remained until the
thirties as a guide to.the basic wage, necessary to enable a
man to live according to the minimum standards desired
in Australia. This basic wage was intended to provide for
a family of five the normal necessaries of food, clothing,
shelter, and a certain amount of leisure. With more
adequate statistics, the nominal basic wage came to be
adjusted periodically with changes in the cost of living,
and in keeping with the aim to achieve a real wage, it varied
^H. B. Higgins, A New Province for Law and Order, 150.    Mr. Justice Higgins
was President of the Court from 1907 to 1920.